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(Catholic University of Ireland Calendar for 1867-8.) 

The Rectorofthe University,havingintheyear i862,supplicated 
our Most Holy Father, Pope Pius IX., that he would 
graciously attach Indulgences to the following Prayer, or 
Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary, which is believed to be as 
old, at least, as the middle of the Eighth Centurv, and which 
had been rescued frora oblivion, a short time previously, 
by the late lamented ^rofessor Eugene 0'Curry, His 
Holiness issued the following Brief on the 5th September, 
1862:— 

[translation.] 

"PIUS PP. IX. 

" FOR A Perpetual Record. 

" Our beloved Son, Monsignor Bartholo- 
mew Woodlock, one of our Chamberlains of 
Honour, and Rector of the Catholic University 
in the City of Dublin, has lately caused to be 
laid before Us, a certain Pious Prayer, or Form 
of Supplication, to the Honour of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, the beginning of which is, in 
the English tongue — ' O Great Mary ! O Mary 
Greatest !' — in the Italian language, < O Maria, 
eccelsa Signora and has also caused it to 
be set forth to Us, that it was lately recovered 
from oblivion by one of the Professors of the 
said University, and that it is the same which 
used to berecited in the Churches by the Irish 
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faithful in their primitive language from the 
most remote period. But, now, Our aforesaid 
beloved Son has caused Us to be informed 
that he himself, and very many others, have 
it extremely at heart that, with the view of 
increasing more and more, in the minds of 
Christ's faithful of Ireland, piety and devotion 
towards the Immaculate Mother of God, We 
should vouchsafe, of Our Apostolic favour, to 
unlock the heavenly treasures of Indulgences 
for the faithfiil who shall recite that prayer. 
We, who regard with fatherly charity, and 
special good will^ all Christ's faithful of Ireland, 
from whom We have always had peculiar 
proofs of dutiful service towards this Holy 
See, have been pleased to meet the prayers 
they have addressed to Us, and to grant In- 
dulgence as below. 

" Wherefore, unto all and singular the faith- 
ful of Christ of either sex, now or temporarily 
residing in Ireland, being at least contrite in 
heart, whp shall on any day devoutly recite 
the aforesaid Prayer, translated into whatso- 
ever language, provided only the version be 
faithful, whereof We have ordered a copy, 
written in the English and Italian languages, 
to be kept in the Registry of the Briefs of Our 
Secretary's Office, 

" We, relying on the mercy of the Almighty 
God, and by the authority of His Apostles, 
the Blessed Peter and Paul, do remit, in the 
wonted form of the Church, on the day whereon 
they shall do this, One Hundred Days from 
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penances enjoined, or otherwise in what 
manner soever due, of which relaxations of 
penances, We grant also in the Lord, the 
application, by way of suffrage, to the souls 
of Christ's faithfiil, who shall have departed 
from this life united in charity to God. Any- 
thing malcing to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing. These presents to hold to all future 
times. 

" And We willhave precisely the same con- 
fidence which would be accorded to these pre- 
sents, if they wére exhibited or shown, to be 
accordedto translations orcopies,even printed, 
of the present Letters, inscribed by the hand 
of some public notary, and furnished with the 
seal of a person placed in an ecclesiastical 
dignity. 

" Given in Rome, at St. Peter's, under the 
Ring of the Fisherman, 5th day of September, 
1862, inthe i7th year of Our Pontificate. 

%i U B. CARD. BARBERÍNL" 



Concordat cum Originali. 

>fr E. M ( CABE, 

Vic. Cap. 
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Of this Litany a learned and venerable 
Father, who has long been Professor of the 
Sacred Sciences in the Grand Séminaire at 
Montauban in France, thus writes : — 

"Montauban, 3 Fevrier, 1879. 

" Les antiques Litanies de la catholique Erin 
m'ont vivement intéressé : voilá encore une 
des mille réponses aux ineptes sottises de 
l'hérésie. (Such as the theory of St. PatricHs 
being a Protestant y which is here alluded to.) 

" Ce monument est d'un grand prix. Nous 
eti avons fait faire la tradtiction fran^aise: 
elle sera utile á la piété des fidéles, et trés- 
opportune dans la controverse De cultu 
sanctorum. 

" DAMASE PUJOL, S.J." 
F. Whyte also writes : — 

" New York y igth Feb., 1879. 

16 This litany disposes well of the theorjr as 
to the early Protestantism of Ireland. 

" When you send ine a copy of the Gaelic 
origfinal of the litany, I will take means to 
have it widely circulated. You must know, 
that at this present moment we have in New 
York several large classes organised for the 
purpose of preserving and learning and 
spreading, far as possible,the old Irish tongue. 
These classes áre taught by competent men. 
I mean to have the litany printed in Gaelic, 
and placed before these classes. It will thus 
be more acceptable and better appreciated. 

"MCHARD J. WHYTE, S.J. M 
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THE ORIGHAL IRISH. 



A itlthf e móf , 

& Thui|\e if mó T>on& íiluif ib, 
a. tlo móf n& m-b&n, 
a. tlij;&m n& n-^mget, 
a. t}&ncij;efm& im> mriie, 

& tien tÁn octif fOf-tÁn ó jt&ic m fpmic-fcnóim, 

t)enT>&cc& ocuf & jto-benT>&cc&, 
& ttl&c&if n& gtóife fucÁme, 

Ttl&c&if n& h-ect&ife neirro^ octif c&tih&m>& ; 
& ttl&c&if n& bÁif>e octíf im> ^05^1*0, 
a. ítl&c&if n& fottfi fojiojvo&i, 
& Onoif mx> eceoif, 
& Com&fch& n& fecmce, 
& 'Óoftuf mme, 

& CoTTlf -fc ÓJVO&1, 

& Lep^ n& bÁróe ocuf n& cf óc&if e, 

& Úemp&it n& t>i&t>&cc&, 

& ttl^ife r\& n-05, 

a. 'b^ncigefn^ r\& cmitiT>, 

& Úop&if n&tubgofc, 

a. gt&n&T) n& pecc^x>, 

a. THje n& ti-^nmAtro, 

a. tn^c-Mf n& n-T>íttiucc&, 

a. Óíc r\& nóróen, 

& Conroíjn^T) n& cfu&§, 

a. tléT>t& n& m&n&, 

a. Cum*t 'Oé, 

fc. 1Tl&C&1f CfífC, 

Aijm&pMT> m coníroe'ó, 
& Craic&c rni&f* cotum, 
& áóóf m*ó m&jt éfc*, 
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& ÚojM'óé m&p gnem, 
a< 'Óícon &icirre €hi&, 
& Acntnjjex) n& bec&*o, 



& ttlÁire n& m-b&nrcÁt, 
& Cerro n& n-ój, 
& tAibjjonc fon-i&c&, 



& 1Pin copun gt&rr&ijce, 
& tp^ú^in T)é, 
Ó15 fuc&m, 
a. Ó15 noem, 
a. Óigcneb&n, 
O15 focn.M'ó, 
a. Ó15 jenmn&i'óe. 
& Uemp&itT)é bí, 
^ fti§-fnii*óemni5fnjc&in, 
& SÁncc&in m rpinuc& nóim, 
& Ó15 t)0 neim lere, 



& Cupnirc ftébi Síom, 
& tlór conc&n*o^i b-f en&n 1 Acoip, 
a< Uoincec m&n otÁ cn&n*o, 
& tM,Áicn-Mjcec m&n n-Mtm, 

1Tleic-bnec&i5 jtón'o^i, 
& éottfi íl&f&nec, 
^ $tóin lenur&tem, 
& itl&iri m •oom^m, 
& Socenét m pop-Mt cnirc-M*óe, 
^ ftígMi m bec^, 
& Án-coó nime, 

eifc gtii'óe ,n& m-bocc, n& 'oimicmg cnéó^ 
&c^r orn&*ó<M n& cnu&j. 

benc&n &n n-*oticn&cc A c ^f -^tV n-ocr&'ó& 
cnemucr& 1 b-fi&*ón&irem t)tiitem&n, óin m fíu 
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Imx) féín &tt n-efcecc ctte n&tt n-X)ttoc&ittit- 
1UX). 

A bMicij;etin& cum&cc&c nnhe &c&f c&tm&n 
•oítej; &tt cirtc^ &c&f &tt peco-M. 

ScjVlf cutu &c&f &n cotVb&i*ó. 

Uóc&ib n& cuicmex>& m& n-x>eibten &c&f n& 
ceng&tc&i, c&icmig r\& x>oefc&, teff&ij ctte- 
mucf6. ctteff^ n-x>obéf ^c&f &f n-x>u&t&c. 
Uix>n&icc x>umn, cttemucfk bt&c& &cuf cum- 
t)^ije n& fojníth &c&f n& fu&t&c, fecn&ij 
t)tnnn m mbf ecem&m óc §uix>ib &c&f óc impix>ib, 
n&c &f téic u-mc &tf cjt oc&if e 1 ctt etch ft &f 
n&tmcib, n&tetc &f n-&nm&n x)o x>oef&'ó, &c&f 
n&f $etb cucucfén c&ix>ce &f x>o com&tttce; 

Aitmic &c&f 5tnx)micne beóf cuf&, & noeth 
Itltntte, ctti&c thofi impvóe &tt c-oen m&c, ex>on, 
Att tfu Ctufc m&c T>é bí, cuf &n-x>ícne x>t& ó n& 
h-tntib cuthg&ib ax&f -Mtnpjtb. Acuf ctnmg 
x>úmn ó x>t& n-ó, n-x>út co fÁ^b^mne uti u&x> 
x^itgux) &c&f togux) x>&tt nutttb pecx>Aib &cuf 
cmc&ib, &c&f co fÁjb^m u&x>fum beóf ctti^ 
c-improepu fíott Áiccfeb n& ft&c& nemx>& ctu&. 
bichu n& m-bec&x> 1 p&x>n&ife nóeth &c&f 
noeth Ó51T1 x>oth&m ; tto-f &if tttuix>, f óf &iccjieb- 
&m, m fecut^ fecutottum. Amen. 
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At the request of Religious Communities 
desirous of having this venerable litany sung, 
a Latin version has been prepared — that 
language being, in their judgment, more 
readily susceptible of musical adaptation. 



LATffl VERSIOI 

Maria magna, 

Maria inter Marias maxima, 
Maxima in mulieribus, 
Regina Angelorum, 
Domina coelorum, 

Mulier plena Spiritus Sancti gratia, 

Beata et beatissima, 

Mater seternae gloriae, 

Mater Ecclesi» coelestis et terrestris, 

Mater amoris et clementiae, 

Mater lucis aureae, 

Decus cceli, 

Prcenuntia pacis, 

Janua cceli,- 

Arca aurea, 

Throne amoris et misericordiee, 

Sacrarium Deitatis, 

Decor virginum, 

Domina tribuum, 

Fons hortorum, 

Purgatio delictorum, 
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Ablutio animarum, 

Mater orphanorum, 

Nutrix lactentium, 

Refugium miserorum, 

Stella maris, 

Ancilla Dei, 

Mater Christi, 

Sedes Divinitatis, 

Formosa ut columba, 

Pulchra ut luna, 

Electa ut Sol, 

Deletio ignominiae Evae, 

Reparatio vitae, 

Perfectio mulierum, 

Primaria inter virgines, 

Horte concluse, 

Fons signate, 

Mater Dei, 

Virgo perpetua, 

Virgo sancta, 

Virgo prudens, 

Virgo benigna, 

Virgo casta, 

Templum Dei viventis, 

Solium regis aeterni, 

Habitaculum Spiritus Sancti, 

Virgo de radice Jesse, 

Cedre Libani, 

Cypresse Montis Sion, 

Rosa purpurea terrae Jacob, 

Ferax ut oliva, 

Florens ut palma, 

Puerpera incljrta, 
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Lux Nazáreth, 
Gloria Jerusalem, 
Ornamentum mundi, 
Nobilissima in Christi populo, 
Regina vitae, 
Scala coeli. 



►fcEDVARDUS, 
Ahchiepiscopus Bublinensis, 

xxiv SepL> 1879. 



J. M. J. 



Printed by M. H. Gill & Son, 50 Upper Sackville-Bt., Dublih. 
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